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Greetings from the Vice President for International Affairs and Diversity

Dear colleague,

We are pleased that you have decid-

ed to stay at the University of Passau—a 

research-strong institution located in Ba-

varia, a state with one of the densest sci-

entific and research landscapes in Europe. 

The University of Passau conducts top 

international research in a variety of fields 

and, in addition to its broad range 

of courses, offers you a very diverse 

research environment in the individual 

subjects. Both basic and applied 

research have a firm place in this 

framework. A core competence of the 

University of Passau lies in the 

interdisciplinary integration of its 

research activities. Institutionally, this 

special quality is embodied in a 

number of interdisciplinary 

centres and institutes.

The University of Passau—a small 

but fine university—owes its regularly 

good results in national and 

international rankings to the quality 

and diversity of its research and, in 

particular, to its excellent 
international researchers: Your 

presence will enrich life on 

campus by generating fresh insight, 

ideas and approaches in your areas of 

expertise. 

At the same time, we very much 

hope that you will also benefit from 

your stay here, which is likely to 

provide you with new perspectives for 
your own research and teaching.

This will hopefully lead to a mutually 

beneficial and sustained cooperation 

with our highly committed 

community of researchers and teachers.

To help you get off to a good start, 

the University of Passau offers a varie-

ty of services ranging from assistance in 

finding accommodation to 

intercultural and scientific training, 
opportunities to learn German 

and cultural programmes. The 

Welcome Centre will help you take 

quick care of all the necessary 

formalities so that you can focus on 

what is most important—settling into 

your new home and workplace.

On behalf of the entire university, 

I wish you that your stay here will be a 

successful one.

Greetings from the Welcome Centre

Dear international academics,

We are delighted that you have decided 

in favour of a stay at our university in the 

lovely city of Passau!

Maybe you are reading this booklet 

while still in your home country to get a 

feel for what it is like to be here; or you 

have already arrived and simply need a 

handy information booklet you can con-

sult when required. Whichever it is, our 

aim is to make your transition to this 

new environment as smooth as possible 

by providing advice and support regard-

ing necessary administrative formalities. 
Before, during and after your stay, we 
are glad to assist you with all non-
academic issues—such as questions 
related to your visa and social  security, 
finding accommodation, learning German 
and much more. Please feel free to 
contact us by e-mail or (video)call us to 

discuss your questions and concerns.

Of course, you will not be left to 

your own devices after the bureaucratic 

part has been completed. Every semes-

ter, we put together a programme for 
you to stay in touch with fellow 
international academics at 

Christina Hansen

Your Welcome Centre

the University of Passau. 

Our  newsletter will keep you 

updated on upcoming  

networking events and  other 

relevant topics. Please contact 

us if you want to subscribe to 

our newsletter or join our mailing 
list via our website.

We hope that this Welcome Guide 

will help you settle in smoothly and 

find out more about your host 

country. 
We wish you an inspiring 

academic  and personal time at 

our institution and  look forward to 

welcoming you in person soon!

P.S. Find out more about our 
services in our introduction video. 

https://vimeo.com/820550502/92faf92067
https://www.uni-passau.de/en/welcome-centre/newsletter-welcome-centre
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Welcome Centre
We are happy that you decid-

ed to come to our beautiful uni-

versity and city. Some 12,000  

researchers and students from more than 

100 countries are working and studying 

at the University of Passau. Researchers 

and students benefit from the managea-

ble size of the University campus, which 

results in short distances, and an excel-

lent student experience. But not only the 

University itself is highly appreciated, the 

city of Passau also has a lot to offer. Wide-

ly considered one of the most beautiful 

cities in Germany, Passau is situated in the 

southern foothills of the Bavarian Forest at 

the confluence of the rivers Danube, Inn 

and Ilz.

Our Welcome Centre offers interna-

tional researchers a personal contact 

and makes it easier to find their bearings 

and settle in at their new workplace. We 

would be happy to facilitate your start 

and support you with all non-academic 

issues regarding your stay in Passau.

Visa and residence permit

Finding accommodation

Formalities after arrival

CampusCard and ZIM credentials 
Arranging for health and social welfare 

insurance
German language learning opportunities
Support for family members Cultural and 
social events 
Formalities before leaving Passau 
Alumni services

Registering on the Moveon portal & 
subscribing to our newsletter
Please register on our Moveon Portal and 

fill out the Registration Form for Interna-

tional Academics. Our team will provide 

you with information as well as personal 
advice and support on this basis.

Our mailing list/newsletter keeps our 
international researchers up to date 
on current networking events and 
other relevant topics. Please subscribe 
here. 

Checklist: relocating to Passau

It It is is important important that that you you prepare prepare the the following following aspects aspects before before your your departure departure toto 

Passau. Passau. We We have have put put together together an an overview overview of of the the key key points points to to consider. consider. WeWe  areare  
also also happy happy to to offer further further help.

Visa/entry requirements

Depending on your citizenship you might need a visa to enter Germany.The visa 

application can be time consuming. Thus, we suggest you to look into this matter 

as early as possible. You must apply for a visa from a German diplomatic 

representation in your home country or from a country you are currently living in 

before you plan to enter Germany.

Health insurance

In Germany, you are required to have valid health insurance. You must have it 

from the day you arrive. Please check in time which insurance cover will be 

necessary for you.

Finding accommodation

Finding suitable accommodation in Passau can be a difficult process and 

requires patience. You should start looking for accommodation ahead of time.

Driving licence

If you want to drive a car in Germany, you will need a driving licence that is valid 

in Germany. The driving licence from your home country will be valid for six 

months. Afterwards, you will need to convert it into a German licence.

Important documents

We recommend you to bring certified copies of important documents or the original 

itself along with you (including certified translation if applicable).

Travelling to Passau
The nearest international airport is Munich Airport, 2.5 hours from Passau. For 
more information on how to get to Passau from Munich, see page 32.

Employment contract
Ask the Welcome Centre, your Hosting Chair or the HR Department about the 
forms and documents you need to complete and submit so your employment 
contract can be prepared and signed.

Photo: colourbox.de
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Refectory and cafeterias
The refectory in Passau is situated next 
to the river Inn, opposite the University’s 
Central Library. Its opening hours are 
11:00 to 14:15.

You can put together your own 
menu and choose from four different 
dishes every day during the lecture 
period: vegetarian/vegan dishes, 
meat dishes, soups, salads 
and desserts.  Alternatively, the 
cafeteria in the Nikolakloster 
building offers one hot meal from 
the refectory every day. 

If you don’t have enough time to 
sit down for a meal in the refectory, there 
are four cafeterias on campus where you 
can grab a snack and a cup of coffee or 
other drinks. The cafeterias are located in 
the refectory building, in the Audimax 
building, in the Nikolakloster building 
and in the Business and Economics 
Faculty building. 

Payment is done electronically 
with your CampusCard to avoid long 
queues. If you do not have a 
CampusCard you can also pay by credit 
or debit card.

Free meals for children
The Student Services Association 
(Studierendenwerk) offers a free meal for 
children of students up to the age of six 
whose parents are enrolled at the 
University of Passau. The children’s menu 
consists of one main course and one 
side dish 
(soup and desserts are counted as side 
dishes).

To make use of this offer, parents have 
to show their ‘Kinderteller-Mensacard’ at 
the till. This card can be requested at 
the Studierendenwerk in room 163 
in the Central Library 
building (Innstrasse 29). Please bring 
along a copy of your child’s birth 
certificate and your enrolment 
certificate when requesting the card.

Libraries
You have probably seen the Cen-
tral Library, but did you know the 
University Library also has five sub- 
libraries which serve different depart-
ments or faculties? All of their hold-
ings and more can be found on the  
Passau Search Portal, which can be ac-
cessed from home, from your office or 
from the library computers. The order 
and account functions as well as journal 
database searches require a CampusCard 
number and password.

One special feature of Passau’s Central 
Library is the cosy ‘Library Lounge’ on the 
first floor, where you can peruse German 
and foreign newspapers as well as a wide 
range of fiction books while relaxing with 
a good cup of coffee.

Please check the library website for 
the current opening hours
www.ub.uni-passau.de/en

Map of all the reading rooms 
https://www.ub.uni-passau.de/
fileadmin/dokumente/
einrichtungen/
universitaetsbibliothek/oeffentlich/
information/raeumlichkeiten/
Lageplan_aller_Lesesaele.pdf

Library of the University of Passau
Innstrasse 29
94032 Passau
General enquiries
Phone: +49 851 509 1630

Central Library reading room
Innstrasse 29
Phone: +49 851 509 1610

Business Administration & Eco-
nomics (WIWI) reading room
Innstrasse 27
Phone: +49 851 509 1612

Library reading rooms

Computer Science & Mathematics 
reading room
Building IM (Informatik und Math-
ematik)
Innstrasse 33
Phone: +49 851 509 1613

Law reading room
Law Faculty building (Juridicum)
Innstrasse 39
Phone: +49 851 509 1616

Nikolakloster reading room
Building Nikolakloster (NK)
Innstrasse 40
Phone: +49 851 509 1611

Library reading rooms
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https://www.ub.uni-passau.de/fileadmin/dokumente/einrichtungen/universitaetsbibliothek/LageplanA4.pd
https://www.ub.uni-passau.de/fileadmin/dokumente/einrichtungen/universitaetsbibliothek/oeffentlich/information/raeumlichkeiten/Lageplan_aller_Lesesaele.pdf
https://www.ub.uni-passau.de/en/
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Textbooks
The textbook collections in the reading 
rooms hold a number of copies of im-
portant textbooks and reference works. 
The textbooks on the subject areas in the 
Book Tower (‘Bücherturm’) can be found 
on the shelves outside the Central Library 
reading room.

The shelf marks for these textbooks 
start with ‘17/’. Books from the textbook 
collections can only be borrowed by doc-
toral students: simply take the book from 
the shelf and check it out at the borrow-
ing desk.

The default loan period is four weeks. 
You may renew borrowed items up to five 
times, unless the book has been reserved 
by someone else.

Collection area
If you request a book or other media 
that is ‘available for request’ (shelf marks 
starting with 00/, 02/, 03/ or 04/), it will 
usually be ready for pick-up from one of 
the shelves in the collection area on the 
ground floor of the Central Library by 
11:00 on the following workday.

The standard loan period is four weeks 
and you may renew your loan unless  
someone else has put in a reservation. 
Take the book to the borrowing desk to 
have it checked out.

E-mail notifications
You will be notified by e-mail when:

the loan period for a borrowed item is 
about to expire (not for overnight and 
weekend loans)
a requested item is ready for collection 
a request has been cancelled due to 
the item being recalled
an item requested via interlibrary loan 
is ready for collection

Reserve collections
The reserve collections contain books  
and articles from the library’s holdings 
and other materials compiled by lecturers 
for their various courses. The shelf space 
for the respective reserve collections is  
marked with the name of the relevant 
lecturer or the course title. Items from the 
reserve collections are not available for 
borrowing. Reserve collections may also  
exist in electronic form.

Log in to your Stud.IP account to look  
for digitised articles, book excerpts from  
the University Library holdings and other 
materials for your courses.

Local catalogue in the Passau Search Portal 
You can use Passau Search Portal to 
search for books, periodicals, e-books, 
e-journals and databases in the holdings
of the University Library and the Passau
branch of the Bavarian State Library. If a
title is in the Passau holdings, the shelf
mark (location mark) shows how it can be
used: Items from the reading room
collec-tion, which have a shelf mark
starting with 40,  are only for use in the li-
brary and may in some cases be available
for overnight and weekend loan.

Shelf marks starting with 00/, 02/, 
03/ or 04/ denote items from the closed  
stacks. These can be requested in the 
Passau Search Portal. The loan period is 
four weeks. Loans  are renewable unless 
someone else has  reserved the title in the 
meantime.

If the book you are looking for cannot 
be found in the local catalogue in the Pas-
sau Search Portal, or if you want to display 
additional  search results, you can extend 
the search to include the union catalogue 
of the Bavarian Library Network by click-
ing on the  ‘Extend automatically’ link.

E-books, e-journals and databases
Some 80,000 e-books and a large num-
ber of e-journals and databases are acces-
sible through the University’s computer
network. All titles are stored in the Pas-
sau Search Portal. You may also search
the Electronic Journals Library for e-jour-
nals and DBIS for databases. Nearly all
licensed e-books,  e-journals and data-
bases can be retrieved via external access,
by logging into the  University’s EZ-Proxy
server (using the same login credentials
as for Stud.IP).
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Welcome to Passau
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The University of Passau
Since opening its doors to the public in 

1978, the University of Passau has 
quickly developed into a renowned 
address in German academia. The 

University regularly attains top positions 

in academic rankings, e.g. in Law, 

Business and Economics, Com-puter 

Science, Communication Studies, 

Political Science and Cultural Studies.

Some 12,000 students and 

doctoral researchers from more 
than 100 countries are enrolled at 

the University of Passau. In addition 

to studying in small learning groups, 

students benefit from the 

manageable size of the University 

campus, resulting in short distances 

and an excellent student 

experience.

The University of Passau is a university of 

short distances—both on campus and to the 

city. The map of the university campus will 

help you to gain a quick overview. You can 

easily walk to the University or travel by bike 

or bus lines number 8 and 9 direction 

‘Kohlbruck über Klinikum’ coming from the 
ZOB (Zentraler Omnibus-Bahnhof). The stops 

along the campus are ‘Augustinergasse’, 

‘Universität’ and ‘Wörthstrasse’.

‘Augustinergasse’ is closest to the 

Nikolakloster and Philosophicum buildings. 

‘Universität’ is nearest to the Business 

Administration and Economics Faculty 

building, the University Library and the 

Refectory. Alight at ‘Wörthstrasse’ for the 

Audimax, Juridicum, Sports Centre,  IT 

Centre and Administration building.
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The city of Passau
Widely considered one of the loveliest cit-

ies in Germany, Passau is situated in the 

southern foothills of the Bavarian Forest at 

the confluence of the rivers Danube, Inn 

and Ilz.

Having been razed to the ground in 

the great fire of 1662, Passau was rebuilt 

according to designs by Italian master 

builders, which is where it gets its Med-

iterranean baroque flair from. It is partly 

for this reason that Passau is also known 

as the ‘Venice of Bavaria’. Atop a small hill 

in the Old Town sits St. Stephen’s Cathe-

dral, the largest baroque cathedral north 

of the Alps.

The Old Town is characterised by spa-

cious squares, romantic promenades, 

narrow winding alleys adorned with 

small cafés, bars and beer gardens. Pas-

sau is home to a number of cultural in-

stitutions, such as the ‘Landestheater 

Niederbayern’ (theatre) and the ‘Schar-

frichter Haus’—a restaurant and political 

cabaret stage where many of Germany’s 

most popular comedians started their 

careers. Many cultural events are put on 

throughout the year, such as the  

‘Europäische Wochen Passau’ and the Eu-

lenspiegel festival on the tip of the peninsula 

between the rivers Danube and Inn. Naturally, 

Passau also has various movie theatres, 

including a multiplex cinema showing 3-D 

movies.

Twice a year Passau hosts the 
"Maidult" and "Herbstdult" (like a small 
version of the "Oktoberfest"). It offers 
many thrilling rides, plenty of traditional 

Bavarian cuisine, and of course, the iconic 

beer tents. These, and the ‘Haferlfest’, are 

centuries-old festivals and a fixture in 

Passau’s cultural calendar. On top of that, 

there are various street festivals in summer 

and a Christmas market in December.
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Surrounding area 
Passau’s surrounding area has a lot to 

offer, such as a long-distance Danube cy-

cling trail, the spa triangle and the Bavari-

an Forest with its beautiful sights and pris-

tine nature. The area is perfect for cycling, 

hiking, water sports, golf, cross-country 

and alpine skiing as well as snowboard-

ing, mountaineering and abseiling. The 

famous natural spas in Bad Füssing and 

Bad Griesbach are only a short drive away.

One special feature of the region is that 

it is so close to the Czech Republic and 

Austria, allowing for day trips to beautiful 

towns with rich traditions. Do not forget 

to sample the exquisite Bohemian and 

Upper Austrian cuisine!
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Other cities and places to visit
< 100 km

Bavarian Forest National Park (Germany) 
Linz (Austria)

< 150 km

Ceský Krumlov (Czech Republic) 
Berchtesgaden (Germany)

Prien am Chiemsee (Germany) 
Salzburg (Austria)

Gmunden (Austria)

< 200 km

Hallstatt (Austria)

Prag (Czech Republic)

Pilsen (Czech Republic)

Munich (Germany)

Regensburg (Germany)

< 250 km

Nuremberg (Germany)

Tegernsee (Germany)

< 300 km

Vienna (Austria)

Graz (Austria)

Garmisch-Partenkirchen (Germany) 
Innsbruck (Austria)

< 350 km

Brno (Czech Republic)

< 400 km

Bratislava (Slovakia)

Ljubljana (Slovenia)

Lake Constance (Germany)

< 450 km

Frankfurt am Main (Germany) 
Heidelberg (Germany)

< 500 km

Dresden (Germany)

Mainz (Germany)

Zagreb (Croatia)

Zurich (Switzerland)

< 550 km

Verona (Italy)

Strasbourg (France)

The Lorelei on the River Rhine (Germany) 
The Black Forest (Germany)

< 600 km

Budapest (Hungary)

Koblenz (Germany)

Plitvice Lakes National Park (Croatia) 
Venice (Italy)

The Brocken (Germany)

< 650 km

Berlin (Germany)

Cologne (Germany)

< 700 km
Luxembourg (Luxembourg)

< 800 km

Kraków (Poland)

London (UK)

< 850 km

Brussels (Belgium)

Hamburg (Germany)

Rostock (Germany)

< 900 km

Amsterdam (Netherlands)

< 950 km

Rügen (Germany)

Warsaw (Poland)

> 950

Copenhagen (Denmark)

Paris (France)

Paris

> 950 km

Passau

Munich

< 150 kmBavaria

Baden-
Württemberg

Hesse

Rhineland-
Palatinate

Saarland

Saxony

Saxony-
Anhalt

Berlin

Brandenburg

Mecklenburg-
Western Pomerania

Schleswig-
Holstein

Hamburg

Lower
Saxony

Bremen

Thuringia

North
Rhine-
Westphalia

< 
45

0 k
m

< 600 km

< 800 km

< 3
00 km

Prag

Wien
Bratislava

Budapest

Ljubljana

Zurich

Verona
Plitvice Lakes
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Everyday life



https://www.bmvi.de/SharedDocs/EN/Articles/StV/Roadtraffic/validity-foreign-driving-licences-in-germany.html
https://www.carsharing-passau.de/index.php/nutzerinfo/83-stellplaetze
http://www.stadtwerke-passau.de/bus-parken/fahrpreise.html#c294
http://www.stadtwerke-passau.de/bus-parken/fahrpreise.html#c294
https://vbp.stadtwerke-passau.de/busfahrplaene.html
https://vbp.stadtwerke-passau.de/busfahrplaene.html
https://www.passau.de/rathaus-buergerservice/dienstleistungen/a-z/fahrerlaubnis/
https://tourism.passau.de/leisure-sports/cycling/
https://www.carsharing-passau.de/
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General information

Recycling in Germany
In Germany, most waste is recycled. 
This means you are expected to 
separate at least paper, organic waste, 
glass and tin cans. Your house will have 
three different bins: a blue one, a brown 
one and a black one. The blue one is 
meant for paper only, the brown one for 
organic waste and the black one is for 
the residual waste. For different types of 
glass and cans, extra containers can 
be found in several locations.

The locations are shown here: 
https://www.passau.de/bauen-
umwelt/umwelt-klimaschutz/
abfall-recycling/

Bottle return or óPfandsystemô
When you buy drinks in Germany, they 
usually come in plastic or glass bottles. 
Instead of throwing the empty bottles 
away, most of them can be recycled. To 
make sure that customers know this 
and have the motivation to take the 
bottles to recycling stations, Germany 
has introduced a cash deposit scheme 
(‘Pfand’). 

‘Pfand’ means that when you bring a 
bottle to a designated recycling 
machine you will get some money 
back. This can be between 8 and 25 
cents per bottle. Recycling machines 
can be found in most supermarkets 
(Rewe, Edeka, Aldi etc.), usually at the 
main entrance or in the back. 

Bottles that usually have a deposit 
are: water, beer and soft-drink bottles, 
most juice and milk bottles, aluminium 
cans and multiple use containers. 
There is usually no deposit for: wine 
bottles and bottles with a 'Grüner Punkt' 
logo.

If a bottle is part of the deposit system 
you will find a symbol or the word 
‘Pfand’ next to the barcode.

Pets
Please get your landlord’s written 
per-mission if you wish to keep a pet, as 
pets might not be allowed in your 
apartment.

Never pour or shake anything from 
windows or balconies
Make sure flowerpots or boxes on 
win-dows or balconies are secure and 
that wa-tering them doesn’t create a 
nuisance for the neighbors below.

Cleaning the house
Have a look at the rental contract to 
check if you are required to clean the 
stairways, the footpath etc. If there is 
no paid ser-vice, you might be on 
cleaning duty every few weeks.

Winter road clearance or 
óWinterdienstô
When there is snow and ice in the streets 
everyone is obligated to clear the pave-
ment in front of their house every morn-
ing so that there is no risk of people fall-
ing and injuring themselves. If you are 
renting an accommodation, check your 
rental contract or ask your landlord 
about your responsibilities regarding 
this.

Photo: colourbox.de

https://www.passau.de/bauen-umwelt/umwelt-klimaschutz/abfall-recycling/
zkolt
Sticky Note
Completed set by zkolt

manetz01
Notiz
Completed festgelegt von manetz01



Welcome Guide | University of PassauEVERYDAY LIFE

82 83

family

friends

children and youngsters up to about 

age 16

coworkers (blue-collar workers are 

more likely to use ëduí straight away)

members of some clubs, interest 

groups, or political parties

In all other situations, use ëSieíóparticu-

larly when talking to adult strangers and 

white-collar co-workers. When in 

doubt, use ëSieí, as it is better to be on 

the side of formality rather than being 

too familiar.

The German climate
Spring, summer, autumn and winter are 

usually markedly different from each oth-

er in these parts. As we enjoy both warm 

summers and cold winters, please make 

sure you have appropriate clothing.

Spring

Spring is the period from March to May. 

The German saying ëDer April macht, 

was er willí (April does what it wants) ex-

plains it best: the weather is fickle during 

this time. There may be temperatures in 

March up to 23° Celsius (73.4°F) but it 

might still freeze in the nights and rain a 

lot.

Summer

Summer is a pleasant and warm time in 

the Passau area. From June to August, it is 

usually warm and quite sunny with a few 

intermittent showers. The days are long 

and the daytime temperatures may hover 

around 30°C (86°F).

Autumn

From September to November, the tem-

perature falls rapidly. While it is still warm 

in September and you can still enjoy the 

German ëAltweibersommerí (Indian sum-

mer), it might already snow in November! 

If you have a car, this is the time to change 
your tyres to winter tyres!

Winter

The winter period is from December to 

February. In the height of winter in Jan-

uary, the average temperature may be 

about 2°C (36°F). This may drop to about 
-10°C (14°F) or even -15°C (5°F). Snow is

common in the Passau area in winter.

Airing your room
Make sure to open the window regularly 

to air out your room(s). As most houses in 

Germany do not have an air conditioning 

system, you should do so every morning 

and evening. Windows in Germany are 

usually locked with the handle facing 

downwards. If you want to open them, 

you can either twist the handle to the side 

(so the window can swing open) or up-

wards (then the window tilts open at the 

top). This second option allows you to 

get fresh air without a draft, which is very 

practical at night. However, do not leave 

your windows tilted when you are not at 

home! Burglars look for tilted windows, 

as it is far easier to break into a home 

when the window is tilted.

Toilet paper
In Germany, you can flush toilet paper 

down the toilet. However, please make 

sure not to throw other paper or hygiene 

products into the toilet.

Tap water
Tap water is of excellent quality and may 

be consumed without concerns. It is even 

common to drink tap water at home if 

you prefer non-sparkling water.

Electricity
In Germany, the standard voltage is 

230 V. The standard frequency is 50 Hz. 

The power sockets used are of type F. 

Please check if you need an adapter or 

converter to use your devices!

Important phone numbers
The emergency telephone number for 

police, fire brigade and medical rescue 

services (i.e. ambulances) is 112. This 

emergency number works throughout 

Europe and even in some countries and 

territories outside Europe! 

There is another Germany-specific num-

ber, 110, for calling the police directly. 

These numbers can be dialled for free 

from any landline or mobile phone.

112 Emergency telephone number

110 Police emergency hotline

116117 24-hour medical advice hotline (not
for emergencies)

Non-smoking laws
Smoking is prohibited in some public 
places such as on public transportation, 
including railway platforms and restau-
rants or cafés. Sometimes separate smok-
ing areas are provided. Fines for 
violations range from €5 to €1,000. If 
you want to smoke at work and your 
working time is recorded in BayZeit (the 
University’s time recording system), you 
need to clock out and leave the building!

óDuô or óSieô?
Germans tend to be very formal. We re-

serve the informal address ëduí only for 

people we know well and have grown 

fond of. In an office environment, people 

with whom you work together closely 

may ëoffer you the ìduîí (ëdas ìduî an-

bietení) after a while. However using ëduí 

before this has happened is a faux pas. As 

a rule of thumb, ëduí is used when speak-

ing with:

08919240 Poison emergency hotline

Safety
Germany is a very safe country with a low 
crime rate. Especially in the rural areas—
like Passau—Germans tend to regard the 
police as a reliable safety guarantor as well 
as their ‘Freund und Helfer’ (‘friend and 
helper’). Most incidents of street crime 
involve the theft of unattended items and 
pick pocketing. Particularly bicycle theft is 
a widespread type of crime in Germany, 
unfortunately also in Passau, so please 
make sure to always lock up your bike.

Take the usual precautions (do not 
leave your valuables unattended, do not 
walk around in obscure places alone at 
night) and you will be safe during your 
stay! 

Stay Updated During Emergency 
Situations
If you want to receive updates or warnings 
in case of emergencies (e.g. in the case of 
significant wheater or floods) you can 
register for the newletter published by the 
townhall in Passau:

Achtung Passau Newsletter
https://achtung.passau.de/anmeldung/

There are also apps provided by the 
German government that will inform you 

KATWARN
NINA

about emergencies or significant events:

https://achtung.passau.de/anmeldung/
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https://wagner.bio/
https://www.biomarkt.de/passau-regensburger-str-70/marktseite
www.ahollinger.com
www.troedelbuam.de
www.moebelschuster.de
www.moemax.de
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https://reformhaus-buck.de/
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https://tante-emmer.com/
https://www.biomarkt.de/passau-schoenauerweg-2/marktseite/
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https://www.frauenaerzte.de/gabrielescherrer
https://www.frauenarzt-schneeberger-passau.de/
https://www.haut-zentrum-passau.de/
https://www.praxis-busse.com/
https://www.hausarzt-passau.de/
https://www.psychotherapie-claire-thomas.de/
https://al-dente-plus.de/
https://dres-ritzinger-suttner.de/
https://www.urologisches-zentrum-passau.de/
https://www.dr-fritzsching.de/
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https://www.radio-log.de/standorte/passau-schiessstattweg-frauenheilkunde-und-geburtshilfe/
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https://www.campuskinder-info.de/einrichtungen/uni-kinderkrippe-passau/
https://www.passau.de/stadtleben/familie-betreuung/kinder-jugendbetreuung/
https://www.uni-passau.de/en/family/studying-and-working-as-a-parent/caritas-forest-kindergarten-at-the-university-of-passau
https://www.passau.de/stadtleben/schule-weiterbildung/


https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/familie-und-kinder/downloads-familie-und-kinder
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/kindergeld
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistungen/elterngeld
https://www.zbfs.bayern.de/familie/elterngeld/
https://www.bayernportal.de/dokumente/leistung/141312744444?locale=EN&sprachwahl=true&localize=false#
https://www.passau.de/stadtleben/familie-betreuung/familienpass/
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https://dreifluessetheater-passau.jimdosite.com/?page_id=18
www.scharfrichterhaus.de
https://www.landestheater-niederbayern.de/
https://www.bistum-passau.de/dom-kultur/museum-am-dom-passau
www.glasmuseum.de
https://mmk-passau.de/
www.oberhausmuseum.de
www.stadtarchaeologie.de/museum
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https://www.passau.de/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/
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https://tourism.passau.de/eat-drink/
www.dfg.passau.de
www.duf.passau.de
www.digp.de
https://dig-passau.de/
https://www.djg-passau.de/
https://www.drg-passau.de/
https://dsg-passau.de/
www.cineplex.de/passau
www.cineplex.de/passau
www.cineplex.de/passau
www.unifilm.de/studentenkinos/Passau
https://europabuecherei.passau.de/
https://www.passau.de/stadtleben/kunst-kultur/kulturelle-vereine/
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https://skisport.com/Hochficht/en
https://skisport.com/Hochficht/en
https://www.mitterdorf.info/
https://www.sportzentrum.uni-passau.de/
https://peb.stadtwerke-passau.de
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https://www.oebb.at/
https://www.fahrradverleih-bahnhof-passau.de/pages/intro.php
https://www.bahn.de/angebot/regio/laender-tickets/bayern-ticket
www.flixbus.de
www.flixbus.de
https://tourism.passau.de/leisure-sports/cycling/
https://ilztalbahn.eu/en/


https://mostausschank-untererinn.sta.io/
https://bavaria.travel/stories/bike-safari-lake-chiemsee/
https://bavaria.travel/stories/birding-lake-chiemsee/
https://www.museumsdorf.com/de/startseite/
https://www.wildpark-ortenburg.de/
https://www.solwodi.de/seite/353254/passau.html
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The political and legal system in 
Germany
The constitution of the Federal Republic 

of Germany is the ‘Grundgesetz’ (Basic 

Law).

Articles 1–19 of the Basic Law are the 

constitutional rights which every individ-

ual holds before the state. The most im-

portant aspects of the basic rights are:

The protection of human dignity

The right to life and physical integrity 

Equality before the law*

Freedom of faith, expression, assembly 

and the press

Freedom to choose and practise a pro-

fession

Guarantee of property and the right to 

inherit

Federal republic
Germany is a federation of 16 states 

(‘Bundesländer’). Each state has its own 

capital. The capital of the Federal Repub-

lic is Berlin.

Baden-Württemberg; Stuttgart 
Bayern (Bavaria); Munich

Berlin; Berlin

Brandenburg; Potsdam

Bremen; Bremen

Hamburg; Hamburg

Hessen (Hesse); Wiesbaden 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (Mecklen-

burg-Western Pomerania); Schwerin 
Niedersachsen (Lower Saxony); Han-

nover

Nordrhein-Westfalen

(North Rhine-Westphalia); Düsseldorf 
Rheinland-Pfalz (Rhineland-Palatinate); 

Mainz

Saarland; Saarbrücken

Sachsen (Saxony); Dresden

Sachsen-Anhalt

(Saxony-Anhalt); Magdeburg 
Schleswig-Holstein; Kiel

Thüringen (Thuringia); Erfurt

Democracy
Germany is a democratic state which 

means that it is ruled by the people. Inte-

gral aspects of a democracy are:

Elections

Separation of Powers

Executive 

(government and administration)

Legislature (parliament)

Judiciary (courts)

Welfare state
Germany is a welfare state. In general, 

German citizens provide for themselves. 

However, the welfare state safeguards 

them from certain risks through insur-

ance, e.g. health insurance or unemploy-

ment insurance. The welfare state also 

seeks to compensate for economic differ-

ences between citizens, e.g. through 

free access to schools.

Political life in Germany
Political parties
Every citizen has the right to be politically 

active on the local, state or federal level. 

Possible forms of political involvement are 

interest groups, citizens’ initiatives, trade 

unions and political parties.

Parties nominate their candidates for 

the following elections:

Local (municipal),

city council elections

State parliaments

(‘Länderparlamente’)

Federal parliament (‘Bundestag’)

European Parliament

If you are interested in a party’s political 

agenda, you can look up and read its par-

ty programme online.

Elections
Elections in Germany are general, direct, 

free, equal and secret (Article 38 Basic 

Law).

German citizens can vote in all elec-
tions. If you are a citizen of another EU 
country and registered with the munici-
pal authority, you may vote and be elect-
ed (in some states) in municipal elections 
(‘Kreise and Gemeinden’) and in elections 
for German representatives to the EU 
parliament, if you choose to.

Municipal Elections for EU citizens   
https://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/
residence/elections-abroad/municipal-
elections/index_en.htm

Integration councils and advisory 
boards
Integration councils and advisory boards 

ensure the representation of immigrants 
(e.g. Integrations(bei)rat, Migrations(bei) 
rat, Ausländerbeirat). They usually have 

an advisory function regarding issues of 

migration, immigration and integration. 

They sometimes also hold the rights to 

petition or to speak at local government 
meetings.

       Websites for more information

Federal Agency for Civic Education 

www.bpb.de

Federal Immigration and Integration 
Council (‘Bundeszuwanderungs- 

und Integrationsbeirat’)

www.bzi-bundesintegrationsrat.de 
Federal Anti-Discrimination Agency 
www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.de /EN/
homepage/homepage-node.html

*Equal rights and tolerance in Ger-

many:

Article 3 in the Basic Law explicitly

states that men and women have

equal rights. Furthermore, dis-

crimination based on sex or gen-

der, parentage, race, language,

home country and origin, faith,

religious or political opinions and

disability is prohibited.

Article 20 entails the constitutional prin-

ciples which the structure of the political 

system in Germany is based upon. These 

are:

Federal Republic

Democracy

Constitutional state

Welfare state

https://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/residence/elections-abroad/municipal-elections/index_en.htm
www.bpb.de
https://bzi-bundesintegrationsrat.de/
https://www.antidiskriminierungsstelle.de/EN/homepage/homepage-node.html
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Freedom of religion
The Basic Law guarantees the freedom of 

faith and conscience and the freedom to 

profess a religious or philosophical creed 

as well as the undisturbed practice of re-

ligion. This also entails that you may have 

no religion at all.

There is no state religion in Germany. 

Additionally, the state may not favour or 

discriminate against any religion.
The two largest religious groups of 

Germans are Christian and belong to 

the Catholic or Protestant Church. The 

third-largest religious community in 

Germany are Muslims. Other religious 

denominations in Germany are Jews, 

Orthodox Christians, Buddhists etc.

German holidays (Sundays, 

Easter, Christmas) are predominantly 

rooted in Christian traditions. 

However, in some states, it is 

possible to exempt children from 

school for holidays of other religions.

In Bavaria, religious education is 

a mandatory subject. However, 

parents can choose from three 

variations of the subject: Catholic 

religious education, Protestant 

religious education and Ethics, which is 

non-denominational. You should ask 

your child’s teacher about the specific 

possibilities and regulations at its school.

Safety
Germany is a relatively safe country. 

While you should not take any 

unnecessary risks, you do not have to 

be overly worried about crime.

Police
The German police are trustworthy and 

provide reliable assistance. The police 

patrol on foot, by bike, by car, by 

motorcycle and sometimes on 

horseback.

You can call the police free of charge 

by dialling 110 if you are in an 

emergency, in an accident or need help. 

If you have lost your wallet or your bike 
was stolen, the local police station can 
help you as well (+49851 95110). 

If you are not sure whether you 
should call or not—remember that it is 
better to be safe than sorry.

Photo: colourbox.de
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Last bureaucratic 
steps before  
you leave



https://www.stadtwerke-passau.de/service/abmeldung.html
https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/buergerinnen_und_buerger/formulare/abmelden/index_ger.html
https://www.stadtwerke-passau.de/service/abmeldung.html
https://www.stadtwerke-passau.de/service/abmeldung.html
https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/buergerinnen_und_buerger/formulare/abmelden/index_ger.html
https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/buergerinnen_und_buerger/formulare/abmelden/index_ger.html
https://www.rundfunkbeitrag.de/buergerinnen_und_buerger/formulare/abmelden/index_ger.html
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/DRV/EN/Home/home_node.html
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Broschueren/international/weitere_abkommen_fremdsprachig/working_in_germany_no_contracting_states.html
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Broschueren/international/weitere_abkommen_fremdsprachig/working_in_germany_no_contracting_states.html
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Broschueren/international/europ_vereinbarungen_fremdsprachig/leben_und_arbeiten_europa_englisch.html
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/DRV/DE/Home/home_node.html
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/DRV/DE/Home/home_node.html
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/DRV/EN/Home/home_node.html


Welcome Guide | University of Passau

120 121

Special information 
on research 
funding in 
Germany
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Funding
We have compiled funding options for 

your research in Germany below. You can 

find the target groups and the respective 

duration of the programme in parenthe-

ses. Please check the current conditions 

and durations of the programmes online.

Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation

Alexander von Humboldt Professor-

ship

(Senior Researchers/5 years) 
Fraunhofer-Bessel Research Award 

(Senior Researchers/6–12 months) 
Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Research 

Award

(Senior Researchers/6–12 months) 
Georg Forster Research Award

(Senior Researchers/6–12 months) 
Georg Forster Research Fellowship 

(Senior Researchers/Postdocs/Junior 
Researchers/6–24 months) 
Humboldt Research Award

(Senior Researchers/6–12 months) 
Humboldt Research Fellowship

(Senior Researchers/Postdocs/Junior 
Researchers/6–24 months) 
Sofja Kovalevskaja Award

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/5 years) 
Philipp Schwartz Initiative
(Postdocs/Junior Researcher/ 24–36  
months)

Boehringer Ingelheim Fonds
PhD Fellowships (PhD Students/2–3.5 
years)

German Research Foundation 
(DFG)

Emmy Noether Programme 
(Postdocs/Junior Professors/6 years) 
Grants to Support the Initiation of In-
ternational Collaboration for resear- 
chers who are working in the German 
scientific system (Postdocs/
maximum of 12 months)
Heisenberg Programme (Senior 
Researchers/maximum of 5 years) 
Individual Research Grants up to 6 
years
Support for Early Career Researchers 
within Collaborative Research Centres

European Funding Programmes

ERC Advanced Grants

(Senior Researchers/up to 5 years) 
ERC Consolidator Grants

(Senior Researchers/up to 5 years) 
ERC Starting Grants

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/up to 5 

years)

ERC Synergy Grants

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/Senior 

Researchers/up to 6 years)

Marie Skłodowska-Curie European Fel-
lowship

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/Senior 

Researchers/12–24 months)

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Innovative 
Training Networks

(PhD Students/up to 4 years)

http://www.research-in-germany.org/funding
manetz01
Notiz
Completed festgelegt von manetz01
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Leibniz Graduate Schools and Leibniz 

ScienceCampi

(PhD Students/2–3 years + extension)

Leibniz Junior Research Groups

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/5 years)

Leibniz Programme for Women Profes-

sors

(Senior Researchers/5 years + ten-

ure-track or 5 years with a permanent 

position)

Max Planck Society
Individual Doctoral Projects at Max 

Planck Institutes

(PhD Students/3 years + extension) 
International Max Planck Research 

Schools

(PhD Students/3 years) 
International Visiting Researchers at 

Max Planck Institutes

(PhD Students/up to 6 months, Post- 
docs/Junior Researchers/up to 2 years) 
Lise Meitner Excellence Programme

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/6 years + 

tenure track)

Max Planck Grants for Advanced Post-

doctoral Training

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/up 
to 4 years)

Max Planck Research Group Leader at a 

Max Plack Institute

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/5 years + 

extension)

Volkswagen Foundation
Freigeist Fellowship

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/5 (+3) 

years or 6 (+2) years)

More information and funding op-

tions:

Association of German Foundations 
www.stiftungssuche.de

(only in German)

DAAD

www.funding-guide.de

www.phdgermany.de

EURAXESS Germany

www.euraxess.de

European Funding Options

www.kowi.eu

Graduate Centre Universität Passau 
www.graduiertenzentrum.uni-
passau.de/en/funding-
programmes/overview-of-
programmes/
Stifterverband

https://www.deutsches-
stiftungszentrum.de/foerderung
(only in German)

Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (BMBF)

Digital GreenTalents
(PhD Students/up to 3 months, Post-

docs/Junior Researchers/up to 3 

months)

Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft
Fraunhofer Attract

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/5 years + 

long-term prospect, Senior Research-

ers/5 years + long-term prospect)

Fraunhofer-Bessel Research Award 

(Senior Researchers/6–12 months)

Individual Doctoral Projects at Fraun-

hofer Institutes

(PhD Students/3–6 years)

German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD)

Bilateral Exchange of Academics

(University teachers, experienced 
academics and scientists, with a 
doctorate and working at a 
research intitute, Senior 
Researchers/2 weeks to 3 months) 
DLR-DAAD Research Fellowships in the 

Fields of Space, Aeronautics, Energy 

and Transportation Research

(PhD Students/36 months, Postdocs/

Junior Researchers/6–24 months, Sen-

ior Researchers/1–3 months) 
Postdoctoral Researchers International  

Mobility Experience (PRIME)

(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/12 
months)

Re-invitation Programme for Former 

Scholarship Holders

(PhD Students/Postdocs/Junior 

Researchers/Senior Researchers/1–3 

months)

Research Grants—Binationally Supervised 

Doctoral Degrees 
(PhD Students/up to 2 years)

Research Grants—Doctoral Pro-

grammes in Germany

(PhD Students/up to 4 years) 
Research Grants—One-Year

(PhD Students/2–12 months/
Postdocs/2–6 months) 
Research Stays for University Academics 

and Scientists

(Senior Researchers/1–3 months)

Helmholtz Association
Funding of First-Time Appointments of 

Excellent Women Scientists

(Senior Researchers/5 years)

Funding to Recruit Top-Level Interna-

tional Women Scientists

(Senior Researchers/funding of perma-

nent appointments)

Helmholtz Research Schools and Grad-

uate Schools

(PhD Students/3 years + 1 year exten-

sion)

Helmholtz Investigator Groups 
(Postdocs/Junior Researchers/5 years)

Joint initiative between German 
universities and research 
organisations

Max Planck Schools

(PhD Students/5 years)

Leibniz Association
Individual Doctoral Projects at Leibniz 

Institutes

(PhD Students/2–3 years + extension) 
International Visiting Scholars at Leib-

niz Institutes

(Senior Researchers/depends on host 

institution)

PHD STUDENTS
Students who have a degree or a com-
parable qualification that entitles them 
to pursue doctoral study or who are 
working on a doctorate.

POSTDOCS/JUNIOR RESEARCHERS 
Young researchers who hold a doctor-
ate or a qualification that is equivalent 
to a doctorate.

SENIOR RESEARCHERS
Researchers who hold a doctorate or 
a qualification that is equivalent to a 
doctorate and have (several years 
of) relevant (research) experience.

FUNDING FOR MIXED TARGET GROUP 

https://www.deutsches-stiftungszentrum.de/foerderung
https://www.graduiertenzentrum.uni-passau.de/en/funding-programmes/overview-of-programmes/
www.stiftungssuche.de
https://www2.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/datenbank/de/21148-stipendiendatenbank/
www.phdgermany.de
www.euraxess.de
www.kowi.eu




https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/en/
https://www.sobi.uni-passau.de/en/
https://www.geku.uni-passau.de/en/
https://www.fim.uni-passau.de/en/faculty
https://www.wiwi.uni-passau.de/en/
https://www.graduiertenzentrum.uni-passau.de/en/information-for-doctoral-candidates-and-graduates
https://anabin.kmk.org/cms/public/startseite


https://www.uni-passau.de/en/welcome-centre/newsletter-welcome-centre
https://www.uni-passau.de/en/welcome-centre
https://www.instagram.com/unipassau.international/


mailto:researchmobility@uni-passau.de
www.uni-passau.de/en/welcome-centre
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