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Students at Risk – Hilde Domin-Programme 2023 
 

 
 

OVERVIEW 
   

  The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) administers the scholarship 
programme “Hilde Domin Programme” with funds from the Federal Foreign Of-
fice (AA). The programme serves to support students and doctoral candidates 
from across the globe, who are at risk of being formally or de facto denied edu-

cational or other rights in their country of origin, and to provide these students 
and doctoral candidates with an opportunity to begin or complete a study or 

research degree at a higher education institution in Germany. Students and 
doctoral candidates nominated and accepted under the programme will be en-
rolled in degree courses of any personal subject choice and according to indi-

vidual qualifications and receive a scholarship sufficient to cover the necessary 

costs incurred during their study or research stay. 
 

The long-term goal of the scholarship programme is to enable students and 

doctoral candidates to complete their higher education studies resp. research 

project in a secure environment, to be able to contribute towards meaningful 
political, economic as well as social development in their countries of origin (re-
spectively in Germany or third countries) upon completion of their studies in 

Germany.  

 

Up to 50 scholarships can be awarded each year. 

    

PROGRAMME OB-
JECTIVES 

 
 

 The aim of the scholarship programme is to enable students and doctoral can-
didates at risk in their countries of origin to complete their studies or doctorate 
in a secure environment at a higher education institution in Germany. 

    

WHO CAN BE       
NOMINATED? 

  Students and doctoral candidates worldwide* who are at risk of being formally 
or de facto denied educational rights in their country of origin, due to their eth-
nic, sexual, gender or religious identity and/or their political or civic engage-

ment. According to the DAAD, political, civic and similar engagement encom-
passes either the participation in groups or individual actions based on liberal 

and democratic principles aspiring to contribute to a positive social change in 
communities. 
 

*Except for the following countries: EU/EEA/EFTA countries as well as Andorra, Monaco, San Marino and the 

United Kingdom.  

    

WHAT IS FUNDED?   Funding is available for applicants with the aim of obtaining a Bachelor’s, Mas-
ter’s or PhD degree. Students and doctoral candidates from all disciplines can 
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be nominated, except for human medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, 
pharmacy, and law.  

 

All MA and PhD beneficiaries of the scholarship programme will further be qual-
ified in an accompanying interdisciplinary programme, to enhance the pro-
spects of a free development of their personality and their contributions to-

wards society. 

    

FUNDING DURA-
TION 

  Generally, the duration of funding for a  
 

• Bachelor’s degree: up to 48 months 

(12 month preparatory course/Studienkolleg1,  up to 36 months) 

• Master’s degree: up to 24 months 

• Doctoral degree: up to 48 months 
 

Important to note: Funding for a second Bachelor’s, Master’s or doctoral de-

gree will not be funded. 

    

SCHOLARSHIP VA-
LUE 

  Funding for a scholarship encompasses: 
 

• a monthly scholarship payment of 861 EUR for Bachelor and Master stu-

dents or 1,200 EUR for doctoral candidates 

• health, accident, and personal liability insurance  

• a travel allowance based on your country of origin or present residence 

• participation in a preparatory German language course (of two, four or 

six months) according to the previously acquired and required lan-
guage skills for the intended course of study or doctoral project 

• additional financial benefits 

    

NOMINATION PRO-

CEDURE 

  Potential candidates cannot themselves apply for participation in the Hilde 

Domin Programme but are nominated by the management (presidiums/rec-

torates) of an institution or organisation which is a legal entity domiciled in Ger-
many and which carries out an activity in the field of science, research and 
teaching and/or the protection of human rights, the promotion of peace and 

democracy or the rule of law. 

 
All nominations shall formally be made by respective nominating institutions 
and organisations, who are requested to fill in the nomination form online (cur-

rently only available in German). Nominations submitted through other chan-

nels (e.g. via email, post or fax) cannot be considered or accepted. 
 

 
1 Candidates who must attend a Studienkolleg are required to possess the necessary German language skills. 
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Thereafter, based on an initial plausibility check, suitable candidates will be 
contacted by the DAAD and invited to apply via the DAAD online application por-

tal. Both the status of risk and academic performance are assessed as part of 

the selection process. 
 
The final selection of candidates will be carried out by independent selection 

committees appointed by the DAAD. 
 

Important to note:  
 

• Multiple nominations do not bear any advantages. One nomination per 
candidate is sufficient.  

 

The following applies to universities:  

• It is strongly recommended that nominating universities should, if pos-

sible, offer candidates the opportunity to study at their own institution.  

• If higher education institutions are unable to accept candidates them-

selves, a recommendation for an adequate course of study at an insti-

tution should be submitted.   

 

The following applies to other nominating institutions:  

• The institution must support the nominated candidate in finding a suit-

able degree programme.  

    

SELECTION CRITE-

RIA 

  After an initial plausibility check, suitable candidates will be contacted by the 
DAAD and invited to apply via the DAAD’s application portal. During the selec-

tion process, both risk to personal security as well as academic performance 
are assessed.  

 
The final selection round of candidates is carried out by independent selection 
committees appointed by the DAAD.  

    

WHAT                      
REQUIREMENTS 

MUST BE MET? 

  Potential candidates cannot apply independently for the scholarship, but in-
stead must be nominated. In addition, candidates: 
 

• must prove or credibly demonstration a threat to personal well-being 
or safety (for example by physical violence, imprisonment, denial of 

civil and education rights etc.) to the nominating institution 

• be in possession of educational certificates that allow access to a higher 
education institution and guarantee the completion of an intended 
course of study or research project according to the anabin database. 

• may not be already residing in Germany or the European Union at the 
time of nomination  
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Important to note: Nominations for the fields of visual arts, performing arts, 
design, visual communication, music, film, and architecture require a letter of 

admission from the hosting institution before the scholarship application 

deadline. 

    

LANGUAGE SKILLS   Language skills must be proven for the chosen language of study, i.e. English for 
English-taught degree programmes and German for German-taught  degree 
programmes including Studienkollegs. The following certificates, for example, 

can be submitted as proof of English language proficiency: Cambridge English, 
Cambridge Business, IELTS, ISE, TOEFL iBT, TOEFL Essentials, TOEIC and PTE 

Academic. Please note that a specific test, usually IELTS or TOEFL, may be re-

quired for application to the universities. If no IELTS or TOEFL certificate is sub-

mitted with the application, a scholarship can only be issued on the condition 
that an appropriate certificate is submitted promptly. As a rule, the following 
certificates can be considered as proof of German language skills: TestDaF, 
DSH, German Language Diploma of the Standing Conference of the Ministers of 

Education and Cultural Affairs of the Länder in the Federal Republic of Germany 
(DSD), Goethe-Zertifikat, Austrian Language Diploma and telc Deutsch. The lan-

guage skills will be checked during the personal interview. 

    

APPLICATION 
DOCUMENTS 

  Eligible candidates must upload the following documents in the DAAD applica-

tion portal: 
 

• Online Application Form  

• Valid Passport (for the applicant as well as for all accompanying family 
members) 

• Complete Curriculum Vitae (CV) (max. 3 pages) 

• Written description (1 to 2 pages) outlining the risks to personal safety 

or danger situation  

• Letter of Motivation (1 to 2 pages) that describes the academic, career 
and personal motives for embarking on a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree 

programme or a PhD at a German institution of higher education  

• Language certificates or proof of their English or German language pro-
ficiency (equivalent to level B2 of the CEFR), generally no older than two 
years at the point of  application 

• School-leaving Certificates  

• If available, additional evidence that describes and confirms the threat 
to personal safety and well-being or which proves that a forced with-
drawal from a course of studies or PhD programme is due to individual 
actions based on liberal and democratic principles aspiring to contrib-

ute to a positive social change in communities 

• If applicable, proof of the status of the current studies or earned degree 
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• If available, proof of admission2 to a study course/degree programme 

at a German higher education institution or a letter of confirmation by 
the doctoral supervisor in Germany (the proof of admission can be sub-

mitted until the start of the scholarship, if it is not yet available at the 
time of application) 

• Other documents, as indicated in the scholarship database, depending 
on their current academic status (Bachelor, Master or doctoral student) 

 

 

 

 

Important to note: All candidates have to upload German or English transla-
tions of documents submitted in the national language. The DAAD reserves the 

right to request certified copies of the documents, if necessary. 

    

NOMINATION 

DEADLINE 

  Nominations of suitable candidates by the nominating institutions and organi-

sations can be submitted online at any time. Access to the DAAD online portal 

is open to formally eligible candidates during the application period. 
 
The following time periods and deadlines apply for nominations and applica-

tions for the upcoming academic semesters: 
 

Planned start of studies in winter semester 2023/24 

• Nominations: until 15th September, 2022 

• Application period: 19th September until 28th October, 2022 

 

Applicants who already have sufficient German language skills and do not have 

to take part in a German language course before the start of the semester can 
be funded one semester earlier if necessary. 

 
If no application is received within the application period, respective candi-

dates would have to be nominated again before the next nomination deadline. 
 
Applications submitted through other channels or via other authorities cannot 

be considered. Incomplete applications will also not be considered or accepted. 

Applicants are responsible for the completeness of their applications. 
 
Important to note: Applying for a visa and preparing for travel departure is the 
responsibility of the scholarship holder. As the scholarship provider, the DAAD 

will provide a basis for this via the funding documents. The arrangement of ap-

pointments at the foreign embassies, acceleration of procedures, booking of 

flights and provision of logistical services as well as security services are funda-
mentally outside the DAAD’s mandate and sphere of influence. A systematic 
special treatment of scholarship holders of the Hilde Domin Programme can 

therefore not be guaranteed. 

 
2 Candidates in the academic fields of fine arts, performing arts, design, visual communication, music, film and architecture are required to submit 

proof of admission to a study course/degree programme at a German higher education institution by the application deadline. 
 

12 

https://www.daad.de/surveys/252334?lang=de


 

Hilde Domin Programme – ST33 – Stand: 07/2022 Seite 6 von 7 

    

SUBMISSION OF 

NOMINATION 

  Nominations for eligible candidates may be submitted at any time online by 
nominating institutions and organisations.  

    

ADDITIONAL RE-
MARKS  

  Candidates are eligible: 
 

• who are of legal age (as a rule at least 18 years old) at time of nomina-

tion 

• who have a university entrance qualification with the aim of studying a 

Bachelor’s degree until the application deadline 

• who have a recognised Bachelor’s degree (or comparable) with the aim 
of studying a Master’s degree until the start of the scholarship 

• who have a recognised Master’s degree (or comparable) with the aim of 

pursuing a doctorate until the start of the scholarship 

• whose acquisition of the university entrance qualification for an in-

tended Bachelor’s degree programme or whose last university degree 
for an intended Master’s degree programme or an intended doctorate 

was generally no longer than two years ago at the point of application 

• whose last matriculation at the foreign higher education institution i.e. 
whose university entrance qualification for an intended Bachelor’s de-
gree programme, whose last university degree for an intended Master’s 

degree programme or an intended doctorate was as a rule no longer 
than two years ago at the point of application 

• who are at risk of being formally or de facto denied educational rights 

in their country of origin, due to their ethnic, sexual, gender or religious 
identity and/or their political or civic engagement. 

 

    

CONTACT AND 
CONSULTATION 

  Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst 
German Academic Exchange Service 

Referat ST33 Scholarship Programmes North Africa, Middle East  

Kennedyallee 50 
53175 Bonn 
 
Contact Persons for Programme-Related Matters 

Stefanie Kottowski 

E-Mail: info.hildedomin@daad.de    
 

Arua Husaini-Siam 

E-Mail: info.hildedomin@daad.de 
 
Contact Persons Administrative-Related Matters  
Ilenia Arena 
E-Mail: info.hildedomin@daad.de 
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Deborah Wißkirchen 
E-Mail: info.hildedomin@daad.de 

 

Technical Support for Application via DAAD-Portal 
Tel.: +49 (0) 228 882-8888 
E-Mail: portal@daad.de  

 
Hilde Domin Programme Website 

Please click hier hier. 
 
 

    

SUPPORTED BY    
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