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“I loved the magical location of Merton College, 
the historical legacy of academia in Oxford, the 

international students, the passionate and professional 
faculty and the friendly, customer-oriented staff!” 

 
Shyrleen, Switzerland
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It is a privilege for us to meet adults from 
around the world at different points in their 
lifelong journey of learning, helping them 
to identify their passions and talents, and to 
achieve their ambitions.

Whether attending or preparing for university, 
considering a career change, or simply wanting to 
explore a subject of interest during a summer holiday, 
adult students can enjoy our culturally immersive, 
world-class academic programmes in two outstanding 
colleges of the University of Oxford.

Read on to find out more about our award-winning 
courses, commitment to excellence, and how we can help 
you to get ahead and discover your next steps in life. 

William Humphreys 
Founder

Welcome to ORA’s Oxford 
summer school for adults 
2020, residential in colleges 
of the University of Oxford

INTRODUCTION
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Form a global network 
with like-minded students 
from all over the world.

Meet the 
World

Study in confidence with 
ORA’s award-winning 
courses, delivered by 
expert academics.

Academic 
Excellence

In summer 2020, we will 
welcome adult students 
to 2 Oxford campuses: 
Merton College and 
University College. 

Oxford 
Campuses

Oxford Royale Academy 
has helped over 25,000 
students uncover their 
passions and achieve their 
goals. Let us help you 
achieve yours in 2020!

Realise your 
future

Three-times winner of 
the Queen’s Award and 
renowned for the delivery 
of outstanding courses, ORA 
guarantees an exceptional 
learning experience.

Award-winning 
Programmes
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A summer in Oxford with ORA is a summer like no other, 
providing the opportunity to embark on an academic 
and cultural adventure while living in colleges of the 
University of Oxford. 

Whatever the goals of our adult students, our Oxford summer school 
ensures students are able to fulfil their ambitions. 

Outside of class, organised tours and dinners allow students to fully 
immerse themselves in the city of Oxford and its world-famous 
attractions. 

Be inspired 
by the magic 
of Oxford this 
summer

THE ORA EXPERIENCE FOR ADULTS
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THE QUEEN’S AWARD 
FOR ENTERPRISE: 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
2019
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Our Oxford summer school offers adult students the 
chance to experience life in two of Oxford’s oldest and 
most famous colleges.

Students stay in either Merton College or University College, two 
of the University of Oxford’s most historic colleges, dating from 
1249 and 1341 respectively. Both are renowned for their academic 
pedigree and history.

Located just off Oxford’s bustling High Street, students will have all 
of Oxford’s attractions on their doorstep, along with the wonderful 
Christ Church Meadows just a short walk away.

Live and study 
in colleges of 
the University 
of Oxford

OXFORD CAMPUSES 2020

|  The ORA Experience for Adults
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University College
Founded in 1249, University College is among Oxford’s 
most historic Colleges and has strong claims to be its 
oldest. Its original buildings were on the site of what is 
now Brasenose College, but in 1332 the College moved to 
its iconic High Street location.

One of Oxford’s largest and grandest Colleges, University College 
– affectionately known as “Univ” – boasts an impressive catalogue 
of alumni ranging from Bill Clinton to Stephen Hawking, as well as 
Labour Prime Minister Clement Attlee, and C.S. Lewis (author of The 
Chronicles of Narnia). 

Perhaps its most celebrated alumnus was rather more notorious in 
his day: Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley was expelled from the 
College in 1811 for circulating copies of his The Necessity of Atheism. 
Today, however, a Shelley Memorial building stands in the College, 
with a white marble statue of the poet as its centrepiece.

Founded: 1249

Location: Oxford (High Street)

Known for: Being one of 
Oxford University’s oldest 
colleges - possibly the oldest. 
Also known for being President 
Bill Clinton’s alma mater.

Key Details

|  The ORA Experience for Adults
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Originally catering for just twenty fellows, Merton dates 
its foundation back to 1264 and is therefore also a strong 
contender for the oldest College in the University. 

The College’s Mob Quad and Library are respectively the oldest 
quadrangle and library in the University, built in three stages 
from 1288-1378, and the porter’s lodge still boasts a crenellated 
battlement dating back to the reign of Henry V.

Merton has a desirable city centre location just off the High Street, 
although stepping into its peaceful gardens can make the hustle and 
bustle of everyday Oxford seem a million miles away. 

The College has a reputation for academic excellence, and this is 
certainly reflected in the four Nobel prize winners it counts among 
its alumni: chemist Frederick Soddy (1921), modernist literary icon 
T.S. Eliot (1948), zoologist Nikolaas Tinbergen (1973) and physicist Sir 
Anthony Leggett (2003).

Merton College

Founded: 1264

Location: Oxford (High Street)

Known for: Its academic 
excellence, illustrated by its 
four Nobel Prize winning 
alumni.

Key Details

It is important to note that Oxford Royale Academy is not a part of, or otherwise affiliated to, 
the University of Oxford or any of its colleges.
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Study with expert 
tutors from top 
universities

TUTORING FACULTY

Exceptional teaching is at the core of every ORA programme in 
Oxford. We are passionate about providing the highest quality of 
education to ensure our students achieve success in their studies 
and careers.

Our teaching faculty boasts an extraordinary range of talent that includes Oxbridge 
academics, Ivy League lecturers, neuroscientists, medical researchers, leading 
industry professionals in film and fashion, published authors, clinical psychologists 
and many more. 

This unique and diverse faculty - assembled from all corners of the globe 
exclusively for our summer schools - means that ORA students only learn from the 
very best.  

|  The ORA Experience for Adults
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“The public 
speaking course 

was a real 
challenge for me, 

and helped me a lot. 
It made me a more 
confident person, 

and really improved 
my presentation 

skills...ORA was the 
perfect place to go.” 

Mifta, Indonesia
Public Speaking for 

the Modern World and 
Workplace
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An ORA summer provides a unique opportunity to meet like-minded 
adults from all corners of the globe.

One reason why adult students attend our summer schools year after year is 
because of our hugely diverse student body, and the opportunity this presents for 
forging a global network. Our adult students leave ORA as more rounded leaders, 
team members and individuals, ready for their leading roles in an increasingly 
globalised world. 

|  The ORA Experience for Adults

Be a part of the ever-
growing Oxford Royale 
community of more 
than 25,000 students 
worldwide

OUR STUDENTS
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“With a beautiful blend  
of cultures and traditions,  
Oxford Royale Academy  
gave us hope for a better 

future and our position in it.  
I made friends from all over 

the world, people I still  
talk to.”

 
Sara 

Greece

“ORA was everything that I 
hoped it would be. The course 

I studied has changed  
my outlook and perspective, 
not only of the world around 

me, but of myself too.”

 
Laura 

UK

“Oxford Royale Academy is 
a gathering of all nations 

around the world, giving you 
the possibility to learn from 

the people you meet and their 
culture. It was unbelievably 
fun and I learnt more than I 

can say.”

 
Anna 

Norway

Two students attending ORA’s adult summer school 
relaxing in the quad in Merton College, Oxford
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A rich programme of events is provided for our adult 
students, including evening dining experiences at some 
of Oxford’s best restaurants, tours of local sites of interest, 
fascinating museums and much more. 

The programme concludes with a formal graduation ceremony at which 
you will collect your official ORA certificate, followed by a marvellous 
farewell dinner and party at your college.

Our adult students also gain exclusive access to the world-famous 
Bodleian library, a privilege usually only available to students of the 
University of Oxford, and rarely available to summer visitors.

Immerse  
yourself in 
Oxford life and 
British culture

DISCOVER OXFORD

|  The ORA Experience for Adults
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“It was amazing 
to spend time 

with people from 
all around the 

world... we did so 
many activities, 

including punting 
and a trip to 

Blenheim Palace, 
which I really 
enjoyed. But 

by far the best 
part for me was 
seeing Twelfth 

Night by William 
Shakespeare.” 

Lexi, Belgium
ORA student, 2019

The statue of Sir Thomas Bodley (1545-1613), 
founder of the Bodleian Library, the main library 

of the University of Oxford and the second 
largest in Britain. ORA adult students have access 

to the Bodleian Library during their course. 
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Each course has been carefully designed by our expert 
teaching faculty to ensure students achieve the maximum 
possible academic benefit from their summer. 

Time in class consists of immersive lectures and interactive seminars, 
during which students learn from their teacher and discuss and debate 
their ideas with their fellow students. Each student also benefits from 
smaller group discussions with their teacher, providing a chance for 
more tailored academic and career advice. 

Courses

Adult students can choose from a wide range of courses designed 
to suit all academic interests and goals. Courses cover specialisms 
in essential skills for the workplace and academia, including Public 
Speaking for the Modern World and Workplace and Global Business 
and Management, as well as advanced-level study of a particular 
discipline, including Law, Medical Research, Politics and International 
Relations, and Psychological and Behavioural Science. Adults seeking 
to improve their English language skills can do so on our General 
English for the Modern World and Workplace course.

 
New for 2020

Brand new courses for summer 2020 include Design Thinking and 
Creative Problem Solving, and International Medical Research and 
Practice 2, a higher level medical summer course designed for those 
who have completed our Level 1 course, or those with advanced prior 
knowledge in the area. 

Programmes for adults are also available in Cambridge. 

Our Oxford summer courses for adults are inspired by the rigour of 
their prestigious university surroundings. A range of exciting study 
options are available, including Medicine, Law, Business Management, 
Public Speaking and more.

Courses for Adults Ages 19+

GLOBAL BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT
Enhance critical business, management 
and financial knowledge through the 
exploration of cutting-edge theory and 
the application of relevant, powerful and 
recent case studies.

Popular

|  The ORA Experience for Adults
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Subjects Available

• Design Thinking and Creative Problem 
Solving

• Developments in Global Engineering

• Global Business and Management

• International Law in the 21st Century

• International Medical Research and 
Practice Level 1

• International Medical Research and 
Practice Level 2

• iOS App Programming and Web 
Development

• Politics and International Relations:  
a Global Perspective

• Professional Development Skills

• Psychological and Behavioural Science

• Public Speaking for the Modern World 
and Workplace

LEARN ENGLISH

• General English for the Modern World 
and Workplace
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An ORA summer course in Oxford is a chance to try out 
new things with like-minded people from all corners of 
the globe, embarking on a cultural adventure that will 
see your horizons broadened and new avenues opened.  

A summer 
of academic 
and cultural 
discovery

LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

“The best part of the programme was the 
experience of new people and new ideas. 
Studying with people who are open-minded 
and interested in what each other have to say 
makes me feel more connected to the world.”

Ajda, Netherlands
Medicine
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20 |  Learning Beyond the Classroom|  Learning Beyond the Classroom

Induction Morning 
Seminars

Arrival

A warm welcome 
awaits!

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Campus 
Tour

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Course-specific 
field trip

Quiz Night

SUNDAY TUESDAY FRIDAYMONDAY THURSDAYWEDNESDAY SATURDAY

7:30

8:00

8:30

9:00

9:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30

19:00

19:30

20:00

20:30

21:00

21:30

22:00

22:30

Afternoon 
Tutorials

Icebreakers

SAMPLE TIMETABLE  |   ADULTS 19+  |   OXFORD

Bodleian 
Library 

Induction

Revision 
Strategies 
Workshop

Welcome

Afternoon 
Tutorials

Afternoon 
Tutorials

Tour of 
Oxford

Lifestyle and 
Wellbeing 
Workshop 

Dinner

Great 
Debate Prep

Sports or 
counsellor-led 

activities

WEEK 1

Breakfast
A delicious selection of English or continental options, served in the college hall. The perfect start to your day.

Break

Lunch
Students have free time to find their favourite cafe or restaurant in town -                                      

why not explore the local market for some street food?

Dinner
A hearty dinner with your peers served in the historic surroundings                                                   

of your college dining hall.

Opportunity 
for local 

excursions

Examples: 

Punting, 
Blenheim Palace, 

Ashmoleum, 
London                

(1 hr by train)

 

Free time 
in Oxford or 

sports 

Social 
Programme

Social 
Programme

Social 
Programme
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Our courses for adults in Oxford include a packed timetable of lessons, enrichment activities, 
tours and more. Here’s an example of what your ORA experience could look like.

Afternoon 
Tutorials

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Punting

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Morning 
Seminars

Oxford 
Museums and 
Galleries Tour

Graduation 
Ceremony, 
Dinner and 

Party

Public 
Speaking 
Workshop

SUNDAY TUESDAY FRIDAYMONDAY THURSDAYWEDNESDAY SATURDAY

7:30

8:00

8:30

9:00

9:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30

19:00

19:30

20:00

20:30

21:00

21:30

22:00

22:30

Debate

Talent 
Show

Departure

Safe travels!

CV Writing, 
UCAS and 
Personal 

Statements 
Workshop

Life Skills 
Sessions

Careers 
Talk

Guest 
Speaker / 
TED Talk

WEEK 2

Breakfast
A delicious selection of English or continental options, served in the college hall. The perfect start to your day.

Break

Lunch
Students have free time to find their favourite cafe or restaurant in town -                                      

why not explore the local market for some street food?

Dinner
A hearty dinner with your peers served in the historic surroundings                                                   

of your college dining hall.

Afternoon 
Tutorials

Course-specific 
field trip

Free time 
in Oxford or 

sports 

Social 
Programme

Social 
Programme

Social 
Programme

Social 
Programme
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Some examples of the activities our adult students can expect to enjoy 
during their stay in Oxford.

Programme Highlights

Punting
A traditional Oxford activity and favourite among 
our summer students, providing a chance to see 
Oxford from the different perspective afforded by its 
waterways. Relax in the boat as you glide along, or 
take on the challenge of ‘punting’ with the pole!

Oxford City and University Tour
Explore the colleges of the University of Oxford and 
other key university sites, including the world-famous 
Bodleian Library, the Radcliffe Camera and more.

Bodleian Library
Our adult students 
enjoy access to the 
world-famous Bodleian 
Library, the University 
library and second 
largest library in Britain.

Museums & Galleries
Experience the 
Ashmolean Museum 
and other stunning 
Oxford museums and 
galleries.

Blenheim Palace
The stunning Blenheim Palace - Sir Winston 
Churchill’s family home - is a favourite excursion 
for ORA students. Complete with the breathtaking 
Marlborough Tapestries, impressive sculpture and 
stunning gardens, the Palace is a must-see Oxford 
attraction.

Activities and Enrichment
Exciting and varied extracurricular and enrichment activities to help students 
relax, enjoy cultural experiences, and get to know Oxford. 

Excursions 
Students have the opportunity to join guided tours of the city, university and other sites in 
Oxford, as well as spend their free time further afield at places such as Blenheim Palace 
and London. Here are some ideas of places to explore.

|  Learning Beyond the Classroom
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Guest Talks and Debates
Enjoy a range of evening talks, debates and 
discussions with guest academics, often from the 
University of Oxford or other institutions. 

Graduation Ceremony
ORA’s Programme Director congratulates all students 
before handing out course certificates. 

Graduation Dinner
A formal dinner to celebrate your graduation, either in 
your college hall or a fine-dining venue in Oxford.

Evening Activities
After dinner, your programme staff will arrange a wide variety of social activities 
on campus or nearby in Oxford.

Graduation
Week two culminates in the much-anticipated graduation ceremony and formal dinner, 
during which students enjoy well-earned recognition for their achievements. 

Sports
Why not try a 
traditional British sport 
such as cricket, or even 
real tennis - a medieval 
sport and the precursor 
to modern tennis?

Oxford Pubs
Let your local Oxford 
staff take you on a 
tour of Oxford’s finest 
traditional pubs, many of 
which are hundreds of 
years old. 
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“An amazing experience and a great way to 
make friends from around the world. I would 
recommend this to anyone.” 

Joy
ORA student in Oxford, 2019



25

BEYOND OXFORD ROYALE ACADEMY

A summer with ORA in Oxford 
can inspire adult students 
to succeed in their future 
endeavours

We are proud of what our students go on to achieve.

ORA alumni have gone on to attain places for Masters, PhDs 
and other qualifications at leading universities across the world, 
as well as highly-respected careers in Fortune 500 companies, 
politics, top law firms, medical institutions, and more.

Join ORA and let us help you find the right next step on your life’s 
journey.  

Oxford Royale Academy’s 2020 Oxford summer school for adults runs 
from Sunday 5th July until Saturday 15th August 2020.

Please visit our website for up-to-date availability and prices:

www.oxford-royale.com +44 (0) 1865 954 800

TO APPLY



Oxford Royale Academy 

Yarnton Manor, Church Lane, Oxford, OX5 1PY, United Kingdom 

Tel: +44 (0) 1865 954800  Email: admin@oxford-royale.co.uk 

All information correct at time of printing.

Start your journey with Oxford Royale Academy 
www.oxford-royale.com


