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• Creating knowledge on sustainable & gender-equitable 
management & use of agrobiodiversity 

• Sharing experiences and knowledge of other researchers from 
various disciplines & schools of thought 

Transdisciplinarity & the creation of transformation knowledge 

“Our book aims at a community of readers from all disciplines, who are involved in research 
for sustainable development, particularly around the topic of agrobiodiversity conservation, 
management and use.” (Christinck & Padmanabhan, 2013) 

Inspire change: 

• in research approaches 

• institutions 

• in the field 
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Cultivate Diversity!  
A handbook on transdisciplinary approaches to 

agrobiodiversity research 
 Edited by  Anja Christinck and Martina Padmanabhan 

Contents of Book Chapters:  

Aim of this chapter: 
 Outline the need for inter- and transdisciplinary 

approaches to agrobiodiversity research 
 To grasp its social-ecological dimension 
 To explore the options to stop the rapid loss of 

agrobiodiversity 
 To develop it further in a more sustainable and 

equitable manner 

Aim of this chapter: 
 To point out that: Land-use change is a main driver 

of agrobiodiversity loss 
 It takes place at different scales that are influenced by 

different stakeholders, that commonly lack a joint 
understanding underlying their actions 

 Scientific analysis coupled with local knowledge is 
crucial for proposing long-term  sustainability strategies 
 

Aim of this chapter: 
To discuss some pro-poor strategies that are:  
• socially acceptable 
• economically profitable 
• environmentally friendly 
• address small-scale farmers’ needs 

Aim of this chapter: 

• To examine gender perspectives  in policy 

agreements & sustainable development strategies 

• To explore the connection between gender equity 

and agrobiodiversity 

• To suggest the importance to include gender and 

equity issues in transdisciplinary research 

Aim of this chapter: 
 To raise awareness of the social and cultural relativity, 

positionality and situatedness of all knowledge 
 To discuss how to practically deal with it, while building 

interdisciplinary and intercultural research teams 
 To suggest approaches for integrating diverse peoples’ 

knowledge and skills for a fruitful collaboration 

Aim of this chapter: 
• To focus on the process of generating transformation 

knowledge  
• To examine the modes of integrating stakeholders in 

that process by looking at: 
• Theoretical concepts  
• ‘Real- life’ settings 

Aim of this chapter: 

 To examine the importance of legal and ethical 

provisions relating to knowledge sharing in research 

collaborations 

 To raise awareness of ‘Farmers’ Rights’ and ‘Free 

Prior Informed Consent’ 

 To inspire research teams to reflect on ethical issues 

in projects involving a variety of stakeholders 

Aim of this chapter: 

• To propose different approaches for assessing 

ecosystem services  

• To examine the role of tools and techniques  in 

assessing the status of an agro-ecosystem 

• To present the possibilities to integrate different 

stakeholder perspectives in assessments 

Aim of this chapter:  

Provide an understanding of: 

• Concepts 

• Potentials  

• Challenges  

of innovative Market based Instruments (MBIs) that aim to 

promote the in situ conservation of agrobiodiversity 

Aim of this chapter:   

• To discuss, how to establish a meaningful dialogue at 

the science-policy interface 

• To examine procedures and  methodologies that can 

be used to achieve a new culture of transformation 

science 

Aim of the chapter: 

To draw conclusions for research policy by: 

 including the barrier-crossing character of 

transdisciplinary research 

 enabling a learning culture in research aiming at 

sustainable development  

→ To sketch entry points for potential institutional change  

 

Preface – Prof. M.S.Swaminathan 

 

 

“I hope this publication will help to promote a 

‘biohappiness movement’, which will ensure for 

posterity the conservation of not only biodiversity, 

but also cultural, culinary and curative diversity, as 

well as the ecological foundations on which such 

variety is both preserved and multiplied.” 
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