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TERMS

MGNREGA: Mahatma Gan-
dhi National Employment
Guarantee Act. Also re-
ferred to as NREGA, enact-
ed in 2005.

Panchayath: Council of
elected members from a
village or a group of villag-
es.

HYV: High Yield Varieties of
crops introduced since the
1970s

Kerala Conservation of
Paddy Land and Wetland
Act 2008: Passed by Kerala
state, it prohibits the con-
version of rice land unless
the farmer faces extenu-
ating circumstances.

Stakeholders discussing scientific results
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INSIGHTS SO FAR

1. Farmers cherish their socio
-cultural identity as farmers
and are aware of the impact
of current practices on the
environment, however they
have to make decisions based
on economic viability.

2. Farmers have a direct im-
pact and influence on the
ecological status of the land-
scape. They offer vital ecolog-
ical services to society by
maintaining certain ecologi-
cal functions.

3. Farmers link the observed
deterioration of the environ-
ment and crop quality with
the impact of the increased
use of agrochemicals

4. Even though the farmers
lack expert knowledge on
agrochemicals, they observe
a negative impact on
(reproductive) health and in
drinking water quality.

5. The Indian job guarantee
scheme MGNREGA and the
irregular implementation
thereof has caused an in-
crease in labor costs of up to
60%.

6. Traditional family struc-
tures are changing, impacting
directly on labor organisa-
tion, land property rights and
agricultural practice.

6. New HYV call for greater
support from government
and technicians, which is
severely lacking. For indige-
nous communities, this miss-
ing capacity has an even
greater impact due to their
marginalised status.
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KEY MESSAGES

1. Vision exercises bring together different perspectives on sustainable development and create a platform to

negotiate this diversity.

2. The personal identification with a specific landscape, region and way of living motivates stakeholders to en-

gage in the visionary dialogue.

3. Focusing on the influence of each stakeholder on possible change highlights the potential for agency and

action.
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