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Why inter- and transdisciplinary
research for agrobiodiversity?

By Martina Padmanabhan,
Anja Christinck and Hannah Arpke

Agrobiodiversity is simultaneously a natural re-
source and a cultural asset. Its evolution has been
closely linked to the rich diversity of human social,
cultural and economic activities under specific en-
vironmental conditions. In order to continue deve-
loping and cultivating this diversity, and to stop its

rapid loss, we argue for a transdisciplinary approach
to agrobiodiversity research: combining the varied
expertise of women and men, farmers, scientists,
practitioners and policy-makers alike will change
and enhance our understanding and options

for action fundamentally.
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Developing a joint understanding of
agrobiodiversity and land-use change

By Nidhi Nagabhatla and Anil Kumar

Agriculture is both creating and destroying agro-
biodiversity. Understanding this ambiguity requires
looking into the causes and driving factors for agro-

biodiversity loss or enhancement on farm, among
which land-use change is one issue quite difficult
to conceive. Land-use change is in itself driven by
complex dynamics and processes taking place on
various spatial and temporal scales. Geospatial
tools can be helpful for describing such dynamics
and their importance for agrobiodiversity loss, thus
creating common grounds for discussions among
stakeholders operating at various levels.
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Adding value to research through
partnerships: Interdisciplinary
and intercultural diversity in
agrobiodiversity research

By Silvia Werner,
Martina Padmanabhan and Anja Christinck

Social and cultural diversity is highly topical,

in commercial and research organizations
alike. It aims at creating equal opportunities
for people belonging to various social groups,
but this also provides additional chances for
developing knowledge and skills, for both indi-
viduals and teams. But what are practical ways
and methods for tapping these potentials in
research teams? In this chapter, we suggest
approaches for integrating diverse peoples’
knowledge and skills for a fruitful collabor-
ation and more relevant research results.
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Policy dialogue beyond
recommendations

By Martina Padmanabhan

Transdisciplinary agrobiodiversity research
aims at providing transformation know-
ledge to enable stakeholders to progress

more efficiently towards sustainable and
gender equitable management and use of
agrobiodiversity. In order to lead a policy
dialogue beyond mere recommendations,
transdisciplinary research needs to engage
from a very early stage with stakeholders
involved in policy-making. Thus the chal-
lenge to be addressed is how to establish

a meaningful form of dialogue at the
science-policy interface from the inception
of the research.
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Outlook: From Science Policy to
Transdisciplinary Research

By Martina Padmanabhan,
Jorg Lohmann and Dieter Nill

Research aiming at sustainable development
solutions is most often funded by public
money and thus should serve the greater
common good. The funding institutions have
the liberty to create incentives and structures
accordingly, by setting criteria for the eligibili-
ty of proposals and establishing funding and
evaluation procedures. These measures should
be re-considered to ensure that they adequa-
tely match the challenge of transdisciplinary
research, and bring together scientists and
practitioners from diverse disciplines to
ensure that societal and development

goals are addressed.
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