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 What are OER? …. And what not?

 Why we need to consider OER

 How to create OER

 Playtime: OER game 

Agenda at a Glance
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Who among you…

... is familiar with the concept of OER?

… has already worked with OER?
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OER (Open Educational Resources) are free educational materials…

…that may be explicitly used, modified and shared or published. 

They are distributed under a free license:

CC-0

CC-BY   CC-BY-SA 

OER in a nutshell
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This text snippet is originally in German, and licenced under CC BY 4.0 . Sigrid Fahrer, DIPF OERinfo – Informationsstelle OER. 
(full text available here: https://open-educational-resources.de/dossierseite/?praxis=&bereich=&querschnittsthema=didaktik)

Essentially, Open Educational Resources can be integrated into any 
teaching approach that uses learning materials.

However, OER only reach their full potential when they are embedded in 
pedagogical approaches based on openness that encourage learners to 
create OER themselves.
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The roots lie in the open-source movement 
(late 1990s), which aims to foster a 
collaborative, open development process in 
the digital age.

The concept and term 

‘OER’ (Open Educational Resources) 

dates back to a UNESCO Forum in 2002 (see 
UNESCO 2002).
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Jonathasmello
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Global_Open_Educational_
Resources_Logo.svg), „Global Open Educational Resources Logo“, 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode
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2012: Paris OER Declaration
UNESCO adopted the ‘Paris OER Declaration’. 
Member States were called upon to:

• make publicly funded educational 
materials openly accessible

• promote open licenses

• strengthen international cooperation
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Resources_Logo.svg), „Global Open Educational Resources Logo“, 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode

18. September 2026

https://www.uni-passau.de/


2015: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Within the framework of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG 4: ‘Quality 
Education’), OER were recognised as a tool 
for

• educational equity
• lifelong learning
• global knowledge cooperation
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Resources_Logo.svg), „Global Open Educational Resources Logo“, 
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2019 – UNESCO OER Recommendation
UNESCO adopted an official OER 
recommendation setting out various 
concrete areas for action, which was 
supported by 193 Member States.

This marked the first time that OER had been 
given a binding framework within global 
education policy.
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Anyone wishing to use copyright-protected material (e.g. images from the 
internet without any indication of permitted use) 
must always obtain permission from the author or rights holder.

So if I …
… wish to make material publicly available so that anyone can use it,  
… wish to safely download material from the internet and reuse it, 

a suitable licence is required to guarantee the OER freedoms

OER in a nutshell
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JoeranDE 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Creative_Co
mmons_Lizenzspektrum_DE.svg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
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The CC licenses for OER

CC 0

The work may be 
used and modified 
without copyright 
restrictions

CC BY

 distribute, remix, adapt, 
and build upon the 
material in any medium 
or format, so long as 
attribution is given to the 
creator 

 commercial use

CC BY-SA

 distribute, remix, adapt, and 
build upon the material in any 
medium or format, so long as 
attribution is given to the 
creator 

 commercial use
 modified material must be 

distributed under the same 
licence.
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1. Coose / create material that may be used as OER

2. Combine/remix/modify… If required, indicate your changes (note: AI 
generated content, e.g. images, must be labeled as such)

3. Choose a license for your material and label or mark it appropriately

How to create OER
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Example
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Petr Štefek, “Polish power station Belchatow“ (URL: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:20051029_Belchatow_

power_station.jpg), Color conversion to black and white by 
Max Mustermann, CC BY-SA 3.0 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode)

Original work:

My new work

CC BY-SA 3.0
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Beispiele

Illustrations: CC 0
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Example

Pictures marked „AI generated“ 
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Questions?
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Why do we need to consider OER?

…What are the benefits?
…What has it to do with ESD?
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moreBNE

Thank you 
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Every slide, including the text and graphics, with the exceptions listed below, is 
licensed for further use under CC BY 4.0 by moreBNE (University of Passau).

This does not apply to the University of Passau logo and to any other logo, nor to 
separately marked or licensed materials, such as quotations, text modules, 
graphics, photographs and videos.
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